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Firebreak Order & 
Bush Fire Information

REPORT ALL 
FIRES TO 000

This Notice is to all landowners and 
occupiers within the Shire of Gingin 
and is issued pursuant to Section 33 
of the Bush Fires Act 1954.

BUSH FIRE SEASON 2023-24



Bush Fires Act 1954 - Your Responsibilties

This Firebreak Order applies to all owners and occupiers of land 
within the Shire of Gingin (the Shire). As a measure to assist in the 
control of bush fires and pursuant to the powers contained in 
Section 33 of the Bush Fires Act 1954, you have a legal requirement 
to carry out fire prevention works on your property. 

Your property must be compliant from 1 November and be 
maintained through to 15 May each year. 

This Firebreak Order details what you must do to comply. Failure to 
comply may result in a modified penalty and or the Shire entering 
your land to install firebreak works at your expense.

Compliance inspections will commence on 1 November 2023.

This Firebreak Order and information is effective from 1 October 
2023. All previous Firebreak Orders are hereby cancelled.

Bush Fires Act 1954 - Your Responsibilities



Firebreak Compliance Requirements
What you need to do
Under Section 33 of the Bush Fires Act 1954, it is your legal 
responsibility to install and maintain a firebreak in accordance with 
the specifications listed below for your land category. Compliance 
is required by 1 November and must be maintained until 15 May 
each year.

What is a firebreak?
A firebreak is a strip of land that has been cleared of all trees, shrubs, 
grass, and other flammable materials providing a ‘fuel free’ area 
for emergency vehicles to gain safe access to your property, and 
prevents fire travelling under vehicles or underfoot. Flammable 
material is any vegetation (bushes, grasses, trees, mulch, leaves and 
green waste), object, or material that is likely to catch fire. 

All land LESS than 4,000m2 (0.4 hectares) - Owners/Occupiers of 
vacant land are required to:
•	 Ensure the entire vacant block of land is cleared of weeds or 

long grass by slashing, mowing, or other means to a height no 
greater than 50mm, and keep maintained in this state.

•	 Where a property is affected by an approved bush fire 
management plan, property owners must still comply with all 
requirements in this Firebreak Order and with any additional 
requirements outlined within that plan.

All land GREATER than 4,000m2 (0.4 hectares)  - Owners/Occupiers 
of developed and vacant land are required to:
•	 Install a 3-metre-wide by 4-metre-high trafficable firebreak as 

close as possible to the inside perimeter of the land, free of 
flammable material, with all overhanging vegetation trimmed 
back to provide clear emergency vehicle access.

•	 Install and maintain a 20 metre APZ (Asset Protection Zone) 
surrounding all buildings, large haystacks and/or fuel dumps.

•	 Where a property is affected by an approved bush fire 
management plan, property owners must still comply with all 
requirements in this Firebreak Order and with any additional 
requirements outlined within that plan.

Firebreak Compliance Requirements



Plantation land with an area LESS than 30,000m2 (3 hectares) - 
Owners/Occupiers of developed and vacant land are required to:
•	 Install a 10-metre-wide by 4-metre-high trafficable firebreak 

as close as possible to the inside perimeter of the land, free of 
flammable material, with all overhanging vegetation trimmed 
back to provide clear emergency vehicle access.

Plantation land with an area GREATER than 30,000m2 (3 hectares)  - 
Owners/Occupiers of developed and vacant land are required to:
•	 Install a 15-metre-wide by 4-metre-high trafficable firebreak 

as close as possible to the inside perimeter of the land, free of 
flammable material, with all overhanging vegetation trimmed 
back to provide clear emergency vehicle access.

AND 
•	 For compartments not larger than 300,000m2 (30 hectares) 

install a 6-metre-wide by 4-metre-high trafficable firebreak as 
close as possible to the inside perimeter of the land, free of 
flammable material, with all overhanging vegetation trimmed 
back to provide clear emergency vehicle access.

•	 You must also maintain a water supply of 25,000L for every 
50 hectares of plantation or part thereof. Water sources are 
required to be positioned to provide a maximum 20 minute refill 
turn-around from anywhere within the plantation. The water 
source point must have a hardstand area for heavy trucks to 
park on whilst drawing water.

Any owner and/or occupier who engages a contractor to undertake 
firebreak works on their behalf is responsible for ensuring that the 
completed works meet the requirements of this Firebreak Order.

Firebreak Compliance Requirements

Example of a Compliant 
Firebreak 4m4m

3m3m



Variation to the Firebreak Order

Variation to the Firebreak Order

If you are unable to clear a firebreak in the manner specified in 
this Firebreak Order, you may apply for a variation requesting 
permission to install the firebreak in an alternative position or take 
alternative action to comply with the Firebreak Order.

An application for a variation to the Firebreak Order must be made 
no later than 15 October in any given year. 

You may apply to vary your firebreak if:

•	 It would be impractical or dangerous to construct a firebreak 
on your land due to its landscape.

•	 A normal firebreak would encroach on a reticulated lawn. You 
need to keep the lawn green and maintained to a height less 
than 25mm from 1 November to 15 May each year. 

•	 A normal firebreak would encroach on reticulated feed 
paddocks. You need to keep the paddocks green and 
maintained to a height of less than 50mm from 1 November to 
15 May each year.

•	 A normal firebreak would encroach on reticulated garden 
beds, orchards or other sustained cultivation. You need to 
ensure clear trafficable access for emergency vehicles to your 
buildings and land.

•	 Trees were previosuly planted where the firebreak would 
normally be placed, so an alternative firebreak is required.



To apply for a variation:

•	 Download a Firebreak Order Variation Form from                             
gingin.wa.gov.au/fire-information

OR

•	 Visit the Shire of Gingin Office or Lancelin Office and request a 
hard copy.   

Below is an example of a Firebreak Variation.

Once you have submitted your Firebreak Order Variation to the 
Shire, it will be assessed by a Ranger who will then contact you. 
If approved, all firebreak conditions will be as per your approved 
Variation. If your Variation is not approved or your previous 
Varation is cancelled, you must comply with the requirements of 
this Firebreak Order within 14 days.



Asset Protection Zone

Installing and maintaining an Asset Protection Zone is one of 
the most effective things you can do to reduce risks to your 
property in the event of a bush fire.

An Asset Protection Zone is an area extending for at least 20 
metres around a building on all sides where there is a low fuel 
loading area.

Reducing vegetation, rubbish, log stacks and anything that can 
burn will increase its chances of surviving a bushfire.

You should prepare your property to survive a fire, even if your 
plan is to leave.

Asset Protection Zone

Image above supplied by DFES

Are your firebreaks compliant throughout the bush 
fire season?

Rainfall can cause your firebreaks to regenerate with fresh 
green growth. Your firebreaks must remain compliant 

throughout 1 November to 15 May.

Make sure your firebreaks are bare of any vegetation/debris 
during this time to avoid infringement.



Moderate: Plan and prepare.

High: Be ready to act.

Extreme: Take action now to prepare your life and property.

Catastrophic: For your survival, leave bushfire risk areas.

Fire Danger Ratings



Burning Periods

RESTRICTED
Permits required

PROHIBITED
No burning permitted

RESTRICTED
Permits required

1 October to 
30 November (midnight)

1 December to 
31 March (midnight)

1 April to 15 May 
(midnight)

UNRESTRICTED
No permits required

16 May to 
30 September (midnight)

Burning Periods

HELP OUR FIRE FIGHTERS
Register ANY burn you plan to undertake at ANY time of the 

year with DFES on (08) 9395 9209.
By notifying DFES, you will assist us in preventing any 

unnecessary call-outs to our local fire fighters when members of 
the public call 000.

* See next page for garden refuse and fire pit permissions.

* See next page for garden refuse and fire pit permissions.

The Burning Periods below specify the times of the year when 
burning is permitted or not. The Shire however, may vary these 
Burning Periods depending on the weather or other conditions.



Permissions During Restricted Burning Period

Burning garden refuse or operating a fire pit is permissable 
WITHOUT A PERMIT during the Restricted Burning Period, ensuring 
the following is adhered to: 

•	 The fire is lit between 6pm and 11pm and is completely 
extinguished before midnight on the same day.

•	 The garden refuse must be on the ground or in a fire pit, and 
be no more than 1 metre wide and 1 metre high. 

•	 There is no flammable material (other than that being 
burned) within 5 metres of the fire at any time (garden 
refuse).

•	 At least one person is always present at the site of the fire 
until it is completely extinguished. 

•	 Only one heap may be burnt at one time. 

•	 Let your neighbours know you will be burning material (eg, 
garden refuse).

•	 Keep a hose or spray pack on hand to dampen down fierce 
fires (eg, garden refuse).

Examples below of a fire pit and garden refuse pile 1 metre wide 
by 1 metre high acceptable for burning without a permit between 

6pm and 11pm during Restricted Burning Period.



Burning Permit

Burning Permit

To apply for a permit:

•	 Visit the Shire’s website gingin.wa.gov.au and click on           
‘Fire Information’

OR

•	 Contact your Local Fire Control Officer

OR  

•	 Scan the QR code below. 

Bush Fire Service WA - Become a Volunteer
West Australians in rural and pastoral areas rely 

heavily on Bush Fire Brigades for protection 
against the threat and devastation of fire.

Over 19,000+ bush fire service volunteers protect 
WA from bush fires through fire prevention and 

risk management, fire suppression and fire safety 
education.

To become a volunteer or a support member 
with your local Bush Fire Brigade please contact 

Phil Barrett, Chief Bush Fire Control Officer for 
the Shire of Gingin, on 0408 943 576 during 

Shire office hours or your local Bush Fire Brigade 
Captain.

Please ensure that you read all the conditions on your permit 
before you start to burn.



Firebreak Contractors

Any owner and/or occupier who engages a contractor to 
undertake firebreak works on their behalf is responsible for 
ensuring that the completed works meet the requirements of this 
Firebreak Order.

Failure to install firebreaks on your property may result in the Shire 
engaging a contractor to complete the required works at your 
expense.



Fire Control Officers List

A Bushfire Control Officer (BFCO) is a delegated representative 
of the Shire responsible for administering provisions of the Bush 
Fires Act 1954.

Please see below for the list of Fire Control Officers in the Shire 
of Gingin.

Fire Control Officers & Firebreak Contractors



Fire Bans & Their Differences
We’ve all heard that there are different types of fire bans but do 
you know the difference?

Under the Bush Fires Act 1954 local governments and DFES have the 
power to place a fire ban. In the Shire of Gingin there are 2 x types 
of bans that you will hear about most commonly which are:

Total Fire Bans - are set by the Department of Fire & Emergency 
Services (DFES). Generally they will set this ban the day before it is 
due to commence and it will usually be put in place from midnight 
that night until midnight the following night.

Harvest, Hot Works & Vehicle Movement Bans - are set by the Shire 
of Gingin. The Shire will impose this type of ban when the predicted 
weather conditions (as classified by the Bureau of Meteorology) 
are rated High, Extreme or Catastrophic. 

BOTH BANS SHARE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

•	 Open fires for the purpose of cooking, camping or outdoor 
entertainment including fire pits, bonfires and garden refuse 
are prohibited.

•	 Undertaking of hot works such as metal work, grinding, welding 
and gas cutting in the open air are prohibited, except for 
business and industry if regulatory conditions are met.

•	 Undertaking of off-road activity using a four-wheel drive, quad 
bike, motorcycle, bobcat or similar vehicle are prohibited, 
except for agricultural purposes or by business and industry if 
regulatory conditions are met.

•	 Can be placed at any time of year.
The main difference between the 2 types of bans is that the Harvest, 
Hot Works & Vehicle Movement Ban also prohibits the use of harvest 
vehicles for harvesting operations which is not prohibited if there is 
only a Total Fire Ban in place.

Either one or both of these bans may be active at the same time.

A fire ban will generally be enacted during the hotter months of 
the year (usually the Prohibited or Restricted Burning Periods) but if 
the Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is high enough during the Unrestricted 
Burning Period (June - September) then a ban can also be placed 
during that period if deemed necessary by the Shire or DFES.

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out if there is a ban of either 
kind in place. Subscribe to the Shire’s SMS service to receive free 
notifications when either type of ban is placed. To subscribe or 
for more information visit  gingin.wa.gov.au/fire-breaks-bans-
information.



Infringements & Penalties

Infringements & Penalties

In accordance with the Bush Fires Act 1954, penalties apply for 
the following offences and infringements:

$250.00

$250.00

$100.00

S.18  - Offences relating to burning of bush 

S.24B(3)(a) - Failure to produce permit to 
Burn

S.17(12) - Setting fire to bush during 
Prohibited Burning Times

$100.00

$250.00

$250.00

S.27(1)  - Offences relating to the 
operation of tractors, or self-propelled 
harvesters, engines, machinery and 
vehicles during the prohibited and 
restricted burning times

S.28(1) - Failure of occupier of land to 
extinguish a bush fire burning on that land

S.24B(3)(b) - Failure or refusal to identify 
person who issued permit to burn

$250.00

$250.00

$250.00

R.15(2)  - Applying to another bush fire 
control officer for permit where permit 
already refused or granted subject to 
special conditions

R.15B(1) - Failure to comply with conditions 
in regulation 15B in relation to the burning 
of the bush

S.33(3) - Failure of owner or occupier of 
land to comply with a notice requiring 
him to take action to plough or clear 
firebreaks or take other action to prevent 
the outbreak or spread of bush fires

$250.00 R.39CA(5) - Failure to comply with 
directions of bush fire Control Officer
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For more firebreak and bush fire information visit:
 gingin.wa.gov.au/fire-information

FIRES AND EMERGENCIES CALL 000 

TUNE INTO ABC LOCAL RADIO (630AM and 558AM) 
FOR CURRENT EMERGENCY INFORMATION

Current alerts, warnings, and other important information 
available at the following websites: 

•	 abc.net.au/radio 
•	 emergency.wa.gov.au 
•	 dfes.wa.gov.au 
•	 dfes.wa.gov.au/totalfirebans 

For more information please contact the Shire of Gingin: 

Gingin Administration Centre		  Lancelin Office
7 Brockman St,			   255 Vins Way,
Gingin WA 6503			   Lancelin WA 6044
T: (08) 9575 5100			   T: (08) 9575 5155

E:   mail@gingin.wa.gov.au

W:  gingin.wa.gov.au

facebook.com/ShireOfGingin


