
QUICK FACTS
What is Fuel Loading? 
FFuel loading is the amount 
of vegetation in a given 
area such as your 
property. There are 3 
major factors which 
influence fire intensity. 
These are temperature, 
wind and fuel load. Of wind and fuel load. Of 
these factors, fuel load is 
the only one we can 
influence in order to 
reduce our bush fire risk.

What Fuel Types are 
there?
Forest fuels can be divided 
into four different layers:
     Canopy
     Bark
     Elevated fuel, e.g.  
     shrubs up to 2m
     Surface litter (leaf litter)

SuSurface litter and elevated 
fuel are the types that 
contribute most to the 
overall fuel hazard. Tree 
canopy, bark and coarser 
fuels (thicker than a pencil) 
will affect fire behaviour, 
but their ibut their impact is less 
significant. 

Large logs are not readily 
flammable and provide 
good habitat for fauna. 
Regular fuel load 
assessments are 
encouraged to maintain 
fuel loads at an 
appappropriate level. 
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