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SHIRE OF GINGIN 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF GINGIN  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ON TUESDAY,  

2 FEBRUARY 2021, COMMENCING AT 2.00 PM 
 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 
Members of the public are advised that recommendations to Council contained within this 
Agenda, and decisions arising from the Council meeting, can be subject to alteration. 
 
Applicants and other interested parties should refrain from taking any action until such time 
as written advice is received confirming Council’s decision with respect to any particular 
issue. 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 
The Shire of Gingin would like to acknowledge the Yued people who are the traditional 
custodians of this land.  The Shire would like to pay respect to the Elders past, present and 
emerging of the Yued Nation and extend this respect to all Aboriginal people.  The Shire 
also recognises the living culture of the Yued people and the unique contribution they have 
made to the Gingin region. 
 
The Shire President declared the meeting open at 2:00 pm and welcomed all in attendance. 
 

 
2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
2.1 ATTENDANCE 
 
Councillors – C W Fewster (Shire President), J K Rule (Deputy Shire President), L 
Balcombe, J Court, F Johnson, J C Lobb, J E Morton, F J Peczka and A R Vis. 
 
Staff – A Cook (Chief Executive Officer), L Crichton (Executive Manager Corporate and 
Community Services), A Butcher (Executive Manager Operations), R Kelly (Executive 
Manager Regulatory and Development Services), Miranda Wallace (Marketing & 
Communications Officer), L Burt (Governance Officer) and G Koorasingh (Governance 
Support Officer/Minute Officer)  
 
Gallery – There were no members of the public present in the Gallery. 
 
2.2  APOLOGIES 
 
Nil 
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2.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil 
 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 

 
4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
4.1 RESPONSES TO PUBLIC QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
Nil 
 
4.2 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

 
5. PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
5.1 PETITIONS 
 
Nil 
 
5.2 DEPUTATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
5.3 PRESENTATIONS 
 
Nil 
 

 
6. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
An application for Leave of Absence was submitted by Councillor Lobb for the Ordinary 
Council Meeting on 16 March 2021. 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Balcombe   SECONDED:  Councillor Johnson 
 
That Council approve Councillor Lobb’s Application for Leave of Absence for the 
Ordinary Council Meeting on 16 March 2021. 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Nil 
 

 
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER 
 
Nil 
 

 
9. UNRESOLVED BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Nil 
 

 
10. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 
Nil 
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11. REPORTS 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Johnson   SECONDED:  Councillor Court 
 
That Item 11.1.2 be brought forward for consideration as the first item of business. 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
11.1. OFFICE OF THE CEO 

11.1.2 2019/20 ANNUAL REPORT 

File: COR/3 

Author: Lee-Anne Burt – Governance Officer 

Reporting Officer:  Aaron Cook – Chief Executive Officer 

Report Date: 2 February 2021 

Refer: Nil  

Appendices: 1. 2019/20 Annual Report 

 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider and accept the Shire of Gingin 2018/19 Annual Report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 5.53 of the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act) requires all local governments to 
prepare an Annual Report, which must contain the following elements: 
 

• A report from the President; 

• A report from the Chief Executive Officer; 

• An overview of the plan for the future of the district made in accordance with s5.56 of 
the Act, including major initiatives that are proposed to commence or to continue in the 
next financial year; 

• The financial report for the financial year; 

• The auditor’s report for the financial year; 

• Any matter on which a report must be made under s. 29(2) of the Disability Services 
Act 1993;  

• Details of entries made under s. 5.121 of the Act in the register of complaints, including 
the number of complaints recorded in the register; 

• Such information as may be prescribed in relation to payments made to employees; 

• Information with respect to any modifications made during the financial year to the local 
government’s strategic community plan and corporate business plan; 
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Under s. 5.54 of the Act, Council is required to accept the Annual Report by 31 December.  
In the event that this deadline cannot be met due to unavailability of the auditor’s report, 
then the Annual Report must be accepted by the local government no later than two months 
after the auditor’s report becomes available.   
 
Once the Annual Report is received by Council, then under s. 5.27 of the Act it must be 
presented to an Annual General Meeting of Electors within 56 days. 
 
Council received the Audit Report for the Shire of Gingin for the 2019/20 financial year at a 
Special Meeting of Council on 22 December 2020.  The date for the Annual General Meeting 
of Electors forms the subject of a separate report to this meeting.   
 
COMMENT 
 
The Act treats the Annual Report as a key accountability document. 
 
The Shire of Gingin 2019/20 Annual Report (Appendix 1) meets the reporting requirements 
of the Act and, in addition, provides the community with an overview of the programs, 
services and initiatives delivered by the Shire during the course of the 2019/20 financial 
year. 
 
STATUTORY/LOCAL LAW IMPLICATIONS 
 
Local Government Act 1995 
Part 5 – Administration 
Division 5 – Annual reports and planning 
Section 5.54 – Acceptance of annual reports 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
 
Shire of Gingin Strategic Community Plan 2019-2029 
 

Focus Area Governance 

Objective 5.  To demonstrate effective leadership, governance and advocacy on 
behalf of community 

Outcome 5.1 Values 
Our Organisational/Business Values are demonstrated in all that we do 

Key Service 
Areas 

Nil 

Priorities Nil 
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VOTING REQUIREMENTS – ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION/OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Rule   SECONDED:  Councillor Johnson 
 
That Council accept the Shire of Gingin 2019/20 Annual Report as provided at 
Appendix 1. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
9-0 
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11.1.1 DETERMINATION OF DATE FOR 2020/21 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
ELECTORS  

File: COR/31 

Author: Lee-Anne Burt – Governance Officer 

Reporting Officer:  Aaron Cook – Chief Executive Officer 

Report Date: 2 February 2021 

Refer: Nil  

Appendices: Nil  

 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider setting a date and venue for the 2020/21 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of 
Electors. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 5.27 of the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act) requires each local government to 
conduct a general meeting of electors of the district once in each financial year.  The meeting 
must be held not more than 56 days after acceptance by Council of the Annual Report and 
a minimum of 14 days’ public notice of the meeting date must be given prior to the meeting 
taking place. 
 
The last Annual General Meeting of Electors for the Shire of Gingin was held on 18 February 
2020. 
 
As part of the State’s COVID-19 response in 2020, the Minister for Local Government made 
an Order prohibiting local governments in Western Australia from holding general or special 
meetings of electors whilst the State of Emergency declaration was in force.  This Order has 
now been lifted, meaning that electors’ meetings can take place provided they are conducted 
in a COVID-19 safe environment. 
 
COMMENT 
 
The Act imposes a number of time-sensitive requirements on local governments with respect 
to the acceptance of the Annual Report and the subsequent holding of an AGM.   
The Annual Report must be adopted by Council prior to the AGM being held.  The Annual 
Report cannot be prepared until the audited Financial Statements and Audit Report are 
received by Council.   
 
The audited Financial Statements and Audit Report were received by Council at its Special 
meeting on 22 December 2020.  The Annual Report has now been finalised for adoption by 
Council and is the subject of a separate report to this meeting. 
 
  



SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 02/02/2021 
   
 

 120  
   
 

On the assumption that the Annual Report is adopted by Council (either as presented or 
with minor modification), it is proposed that the Annual General Meeting of Electors for the 
Shire of Gingin for the 2020/21 financial year be held on Tuesday, 16 March 2021 at 5.00pm 
in Council Chambers following the Council meeting already scheduled for that date. 
 
STATUTORY/LOCAL LAW IMPLICATIONS 
 
Local Government Act 1995 
Division 5 – Annual reports and planning 
Subdivision 4 – Electors’ meetings 
Section 5.27 – Electors’ general meetings 
Section 5.29 – Convening electors’ meetings 
 
Local Government (COVID-19 Response) Order 2020 (8 May 2020) 
Local Government (COVID-19 Response) Amendment Order (4 November 2020) 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
 
Shire of Gingin Strategic Community Plan 2019-2029 
 

Focus Area Governance 

Objective 5.  To demonstrate effective leadership, governance and advocacy on 

behalf of community 

Outcome 5.1 Values 

Our Organisational/Business Values are demonstrated in all that we do 

Key Service 

Areas 

Nil 

Priorities Nil 

 
VOTING REQUIREMENTS – SIMPLE MAJORITY 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION/OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Johnson   SECONDED:  Councillor Balcombe 
 
That Council agree to conduct the Shire of Gingin’s Annual General Meeting of 
Electors for the 2020/21 financial year at 5.00pm on 16 March 2021 in the Council 
Chambers at the Shire of Gingin Administration Centre, 7 Brockman Street, Gingin. 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
  



SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 02/02/2021 
   
 

 121  
   
 

11.2. CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
 Nil 
 
11.3. REGULATORY AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
 Nil 
 
11.4. OPERATIONS 
 
 Nil 
 
12. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 
 Nil 
 
13. COUNCILLORS' OFFICIAL REPORTS 
 
 Nil 
 
14. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 
 
 Nil 
 
15. MATTERS FOR WHICH MEETING IS TO BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 
 
 Nil 
 
16. CLOSURE 
 

There being no further business, the Shire President declared the meeting closed at 
2:10 pm. 
 
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in Council Chambers at the Shire 
of Gingin Administration Centre, 7 Brockman Street, Gingin on Tuesday, 16 February 
2021 commencing at 3.00 pm. 
 
These Minutes are confirmed as the official record of the Special Meeting of the 
Gingin Shire Council held on 2 February 2021. 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Councillor Wayne Fewster  
Shire President 
16 February 2021 


