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SHIRE OF GINGIN 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF GINGIN  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ON TUESDAY,  
22 DECEMBER 2020, COMMENCING AT 11:01AM 

 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 
Members of the Public are advised that decisions arising from this Council Meeting can be 
subject to alteration. 
 
Applicants and other interested parties should refrain from taking any action until such time 
as written advice is received confirming Councilôs decision with respect to any particular 
issue. 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 
The Shire of Gingin would like to acknowledge the Yued people who are the traditional 
custodians of this land.  The Shire would like to pay respect to the Elders past, present and 
emerging of the Yued Nation and extend this respect to all Aboriginal people.  The Shire 
also recognises the living culture of the Yued people and the unique contribution they have 
made to the Gingin region. 
 
The Shire President declared the meeting open at 11:01 am and welcomed those in 
attendance. 
 

 
2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
2.1 ATTENDANCE 
 
Councillors ï C W Fewster (Shire President), J K Rule (Deputy Shire President), F Johnson, 
L Balcombe, J Court, and A R Vis. 
 
Staff ï L Crichton (Acting Chief Executive Officer & Executive Manager Corporate and 
Community Services), A Butcher (Executive Manager Operations), R Kelly (Executive 
Manager Regulatory and Development Services), Z Edwards (Manager Corporate 
Services), K Leonhardt (Coordinator Corporate Services), K Williams (PA Executive 
Manager Corporate and Community Services) and G Koorasingh (Governance Support 
Officer/Minute Officer)  
  
Gallery ï There were no members of the public present in the Gallery. 
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2.2  APOLOGIES 
 
Councillor J C Lobb 
Councillor J Morton  
Councillor F J Peczka 
 
2.3 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 

 
4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
4.1 RESPONSES TO PUBLIC QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
Nil 
 
4.2 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
Nil 
 

 
5. PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
5.1 PETITIONS 
 
Nil 
 
5.2 DEPUTATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
5.3 PRESENTATIONS 
 
Nil 
 

 
6. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil 
 

 
7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
Nil 
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8. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER 
 
Nil 
 

 
9. UNRESOLVED BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Nil 
 

 
10. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 
Nil 
 

 
11. REPORTS 
 
11.1. OFFICE OF THE CEO 
  
Nil 
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11.2. CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

11.2.1 FINANCIAL REPORT AND AUDIT REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 
2020 

File: FIN/25 

Reporting 
Officer:  

Les Crichton ï Executive Manager Corporate and Community 
Services 

Report Date: 22 December 2020 

Refer: Nil  

Appendices: 1. 
2. 

Financial Statement and Audit Report 
Audit Concluding Memorandum 

 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Nil 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider the Financial Report and Independent Auditorôs Report for the Shire of Gingin 
for the financial year ended 30 June 2020. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Regulation 16 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 specifies that one of the 
functions of an Audit Committee is to guide and assist the local government in carrying out 
its functions under Part 6 of the Local Government Act 1995 relating to financial 
management.  In fulfilling this function, the Committee should critically examine the audit 
and management reports provided by the external auditor, determine whether any matters 
raised in the reports require action to be taken by the local government, and then ensure 
that appropriate action is implemented. 
 
In accordance with Section 7.9 of the Local Government Act 1995, the final Audit Report 
resulting from the annual audit of the Shireôs financial records is to be presented to the 
Council, Chief Executive Officer and Minister for Local Government before 31 December 
each year.   
 
The financial audit for the Shire of Gingin for the 2019/20 financial year has now been 
completed.  A copy of the Financial Report and Audit Concluding Memorandum for the 
2019/20 financial year is included as Appendix 1.  
 
COMMENT 
 
This year it is extremely pleasing to report that, once again, the Shire of Gingin has received 
an unqualified Audit Report consistent with a fair presentation of the financial position of the 
Shire. 
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The Financial Report and Audit Concluding Memorandum were presented to the Audit and 
Governance Committee meeting held on the 22 December 2020 while confirming 
unqualified opinions on the Financial report, the following matters were noted by the 
auditors: 
 
 
1. Ratios 
 
 The Operating Surplus Ratio has been below the industry benchmark for the past 3 

years as reported in the financial report. 
 
 Administration Comment 
 
 Concerns with respect to the Operating Surplus Ratio are not new, and this matter has 

been the subject of a significant amount of Council discussion in the past. 
 
 Discussions with respect to options such as identifying alternative revenue sources 

(including increasing income from rates) or decreasing operating expenditure 
(reducing services) will continue as we approach the period for budget preparation. 

 
 Administration will further review depreciation rates for Shire assets as part of budget 

deliberations, and in response to the Asset Management Plan which is due for review. 
 
2. Journal entries not independently reviewed 

 
Accounting journal entries were posted without being reviewed by a person 
independent of the preparer. Accounting journals can represent significant adjustments 
to previously approved transactions and should therefore be appropriately reviewed 
and approved. 

 
Administration Comment 

 
This was an issue raised at the interim audit. General journals processed for rates were 
being signed off, however levy and receipt type journals had not been. The process 
has now been amended to ensure all journals, including levy and receipt type journals, 
are signed off by a senior officer. 

 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
Local Government Act 1995 
Part 7 ï Audit 
Division 3 ï Conduct of Audit 
Section 7.9 ï Audit to be conducted 
 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 
Part 2 ï General financial management ï s. 6.10 
Regulation 17A ï Assets, valuation of for financial reports, etc 
 
Part 4 ï Financial reports ï s. 6.4 
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Department of Local Government Guideline No 8 
Net Current Assets Used in the Annual Budget and the Annual Financial Report 
 
Australian Accounting Standards Board Standards 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
 
Shire of Gingin Strategic Community Plan 2019-2029 
 

Focus Area Governance 

Objective 5 ï To demonstrate effective leadership, governance and advocacy on 

behalf of community 

Outcome 5.1 Values 

Our Organisational/Business Values are demonstrated in all that we do 

Key Service 

Areas 

Financial Management 

Priorities N/A 

 
VOTING REQUIREMENTS ï SIMPLE MAJORITY 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION/ COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION  
 
MOVED:  Councillor Vis   SECONDED:  Councillor Balcombe    
 
That Council receive the Financial Report and Independent Auditorôs Report for the 
year ended 30 June 2020 (as detailed in Appendix 1).  
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
Note 1: The Management Report and Independent Auditors report for the year ended 30 
June 2020 were provided by the Shires Auditors following the Audit and Governance 
Committee meeting held on 22 December 2020. These documents have been included in 
Appendix 1. 
 
Note 2: The Shires Auditors have advised that Appendix 2 (Audit Concluding Memorandum) 
which was included in the publicly available agenda for this meeting was not intended as a 
Public document. Appendix 2 has therefor been removed from the Pubic minutes. A copy of 
the document will be retained with the official meeting record. 
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